
Dear Parents and carers

Welcome to the second edition of in the loop.

In this newsletter you will find an update on some of the many activities that have taken place over the
last term including the following significant events.

Following interviews in January Ms Christofi was appointed as our new permanent headteacher. She
will take up her post in September but will be a regular visitor to the school over the next term, giving
pupils and staff the opportunity to get to know her better.

It has been exciting to watch the progress with the replacement the astro turf. It is now almost
complete and it looks very impressive. I know our pupils are looking forward to being able to access
the astro turf during break and lunchtime as well as during PE lessons in the summer term.

We have enjoyed welcoming many primary school pupils to our school to enjoy taster lessons in
computing and science as well as holding an early taster day for year 6 pupils who will join the school
in September. These pupils always tell us how much they enjoy coming to visit secondary school and
they are supported by our wonderful Broomfield pupil Ambassadors.
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Enrichment Updates
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School Starts on Tuesday 19th April 8.45am
 

It will be Week 1 

Finally, our year 11s have been working very hard this
term. Many of them will attend revision lessons in school
over the Easter holidays as they prepare for the GCSE
exams that start in May. 

We hope all our pupils and families have an enjoyable
holiday and look forward to seeing all pupils back in
school on Tuesday 19th April

Mrs Seymour
Interim Headteacher
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We are delighted that pupils studying Latin at Broomfield can continue
with their class next year.  There is a brand-new scheme of learning. 
 Universities and employers value the study of Latin which also helps
pupils develop oracy and metacognition, as it teaches them terminology
and grammar.  It also raises cultural and historical awareness of the
foundations of world civilisations. Ms Flores-Medrano and Ms Simeonova
have been delivering this interesting course.

 

 

In the ADT department, Food Tech has had an enthusiastic return from
Covid-related restrictions. Since September, we have been completing
practical cooking tasks in Food Technology, with a focus on healthy
breakfasts. Pupils have learned how to make granola, fruit salad and
omelettes. 

Lessons are intense, with pupils learning knife skills, weighing and measuring and also
how to wash up. Whilst learning practical cooking skills, we also teach pupils about
nutrition, food hygiene and how to adapt their recipes to their different dietary needs
and preferences. Pupils have loved being in the food room and being able to eat their
creations. As staff, we love getting back to doing practical cookery in school and seeing
how popular food tech has been with our pupils. Thank you to our enthusiastic pupils,
dedicated staff and tireless technicians for making food technology such a success.

Spotlight on Modern Foreign Languages

The Spanish department at Broomfield welcomed two new teachers this
year - Ms Dias and Ms Romancuk.  We have all been busy delivering the
fun new Viva course for Years 7, 8 and 9.  The GCSE pupils have been
working very hard on their speaking practice as the examination takes
place soon after the Easter holidays.  Mrs Chatterton, the Head of
Department, is delighted that several pupils have entered for the Oxford
University Anthea Bell Translation prize.  There has been so much hard
work that we are now planning a reward trip for the summer term.

We are also delighted to announce that French will resume for our new
Year 7 and a trip to Normandy for 2024 is already being planned.

Spotlight on Food Technology
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Very shortly we will be opening a Well-being Hub and launching
some new Pupil Well-being programmes: Create Head Space,
Caspari Art Therapy and The Calmer Me programme. 

During wellbeing week, Mrs Hormann delivered Create Space
sessions for Year 7 which included some sweet meditation
relaxation sessions contributing to the calm spirit of well-being
week. 

BANNED FOODS IN
SCHOOL 

ENERGY DRINKS
 

FIZZY DRINKS
 

BAGS OF SWEETS
 

LARGE CRISP BAGS
 

FAST FOOD
 

PACKETS OF
BISCUITS

 
 

We are excited to be working with Chefs in Schools to achieve our vision for school
food. Chefs in Schools have a team of chef trainers who go from school to school
showing kitchen teams how to cook and serve up nutritious meals made from scratch.
Packet mixes and processed ingredients are out, responsibly sourced fresh and
seasonal produce is in.  Chefs in Schools have supported our team, led by Chef
Maurizio, to dish up a new fortnightly menu which all our pupils and teachers are
enjoying.

Chefs in School also have just released Feed Your Family, their debut cookbook -
sharing exciting, fresh school meals which have been tried and tested by 1000s of
hungry kids. Go to www.chefsinschools.org.uk for more information.

Wellbeing focus update

New lunch menu
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We are very proud to have been
awarded Digital Schoolhouse
status within the IT department.

Digital Schoolhouse, together with Nintendo UK, uses play-based learning to engage
pupils and teachers with Computing. We have delivered computing workshops to Bowes,
Garfield and Starksfield Primary Schools so far reaching more than 150 Year 6 children.
The workshops allow for play-based learning through innovative activities and bridges
the gap between education and industry.

Digital Schoolhouse

Performing Arts

Royal Albert Hall

100 pupils went to the Royal Albert Hall
this term for the Classical Spectacular
concert. The show presented a
magnificent combination of the very best
in classical music and state of the art
technology. Ranging from a flood of pure
white light to electrifying multi-coloured
laser displays, the dazzling special effects
brought to life the scenes and moods
evoked by each glorious piece changing
the way we experience classical music
forever.

"It was amazing, 
I've never seen anything like it!" 

Year 8 pupil

A talented group of musicians and actors have been rehearsing weekly for
Broomfield's upcoming Matilda the Musical show. Each week pupils meet with our
fantastic choir leader Miss Arnold and have been working on both solo and ensemble
pieces in preparation for their performance. Every Monday Miss Gordon has been
teaching pupils the dances she has choreographed for Matilda as well as running
through lines and acting out scenes. We have been very impressed with our pupils'
commitment to the school show and we will be very proud to share this with you later
this academic year.
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British Science week

As part of our celebration for British Science week, our Year 9 Broomfield Science Society
ambassadors have launched British Science week at the school by running science
workshops for all Year 7 pupils.  They have organised a range of chemistry, biology and
physics practicals for year 7’s to engage and develop their scientific skills. They have
started to train up a small team of Year 7’s to support delivery and be the next generation
of Ambassadors.

We are especially proud of David Ali who leads the Science Society along with Aaliyah
Esnard who designed the Science week poster and is head judge for the Year 7 poster
competition, along with Shyon Mighty who has run the Science Quiz. Our amazing team of
Science Ambassadors have also helped to deliver the Crest Discovery Award to Year 7's on
the theme of sustainability.

World Book Day

World Book Day 2022 ‘you are a reader’ 
 

On Thursday 4th March marked World Book
Day 2022. Broomfield school celebrated World

Book Day by creating eye catching booklets,
using creativity and imagination.  Key Stage 3

pupils were challenged to create their own
mini-books, having to place themselves into
their own creative narrative. Pupils had to

plan, write and illustrate their own booklets in
celebration of World Book Day. These are now

on display in the library. We are extremely
proud and impressed by the outstanding

work. Well done to all of KS3 pupils! 
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The House debating
competition has reached round
three. Pupils from year 7 & 8
have debated animal rights and
military service. We have also
had a round with the more
experienced debating society
members who paired up with
younger siblings to debate the
pros and cons of Artificial
Intelligence. Two family teams
joined in for the first time,
which was great fun.

Broomfield Chess Team, led by
Mehmet Altinel, scored a victory
over a team from Liverpool
University. Our pupils have now
played against teams from Bath
University, Edinburgh University,
Queen's University Belfast and
Leeds University in the 20-20
International games. 

Chess Coaching began in
earnest at lunchtimes in the
Spring Term, with at least five
matches being played daily.  

We were all delighted with the success of our Scholarship Pathway
programme, which helps Broomfield pupils apply for scholarships at the
UK's top independent schools.  Two of our pupils were offered places at
Highgate School, a public school founded in 1565 with an international
standing and many famous alumni such as Rev John Venn, the inventor of
the Ven diagram or T S Eliot, Poet and Nobel Prize Winner, who was also a
member of staff.  One pupil was also offered a place at the prestigious City
of London School and the exceptional King Alfred School in Hampstead. 
 There has also been an offer of a generous Chess Scholarship to our
Chess Team leader at Hampton School.

Younger hopefuls in Year 9 and 10 have been inspired to apply in the
future and fifteen Yr9 and 10 Broomfield boys really enjoyed a visit to Eton
College on 4th March.  They received a warm welcome at lunch from
young Etonians and had a taste of life at the school with a game of Eton
fives and a fascinating Critical Thinking lesson.  Mrs Chatterton, our
Scholarship Pathway lead, said how our boys engaged in an informed and
impressive manner with the session, especially the boys who have been
regularly joining in with our own Philosophy Society discussions.

Stretch, Challenge & Enrichment @ Broomfield

Scholarship Pathway

Chess Team

We are delighted that over 50
Broomfield pupils immediately
volunteered to represent
connections from diverse
cultural backgrounds as cultural
ambassadors. They enjoyed
their first hot chocolate and
cookie gathering and shared
ideas about how we can go
forward to promote the
wonderful cultural diversity
within our community. Ideas
have so far ranged from pinning
up a world map in reception
through to a dance and cultural
evening event. 

Cultural Diversity
Ambassadors 

House Debating
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The debating society has been very busy with five demanding and
exciting National and International Competitions.  

The virtual Philosophy Society is popular at Broomfield and we have had healthy discussions about
Ethics and Logic this term. Pupils log on in their own time, quickly acquire key theories from classical
thinkers such as Aristotle, Bentham and Kant. Then they work out how to apply these theories to
solve problems such as the Trolley dilemma. This helped them when asked all about it at Eton
College in their critical thinking session, set up especially for Broomfield boys in March.  
 

Stretch, Challenge & Enrichment @ Broomfield

Debating Society

In January, eight pupils debated all day on a Saturday in person, at the Oxford Union, in the
International Competition for Young Debaters, against teams from Haberdashers' Aske's School, City
of London, Harrow school and other top teams. This was an exceptional and unforgettable
opportunity to debate on issues relating to the NHS and family law in the historic centre of the
University. Prior to attending this debating tournament, our team participated in training from
undergraduates at Oxford, in order to be fully prepared for the rigours of the day.

In February, Broomfield debating team spent two Saturdays during their half-term in all-day
debating competitions. The first competition, Cambridge Schools, included sixth formers from Eton
and Harrow and it was judged by undergraduates at the University. This was very demanding on the
topic of privacy laws and individual freedoms. The judging feedback helped prepare our teams for
the second major tournament, which was in-person at University College London, also judged by the
undergraduates. This was very exciting as our pupils stood their ground against sixth formers from
Westminster, South Hampstead High School, Habs Boys and more. Our top team debated the values
of space and deep-sea exploration with only a point less than the winners. Our coach, Mrs
Chatterton, has many years' experience in training debating teams that have gone on to represent
the UK in international competitions. She is delighted with the growing skills and confidence of the
Broomfield team.
After half-term, eight pupils battled it out with sixth form
debaters from Queen Elizabeth's School, South Hampstead
High School, Habs' Boys, Harrow School and other top teams
in the demanding Oxford Schools competition.  

In March, six pupils gave up a third Saturday to represent
Broomfield all day in the exciting competition led by Imperial
College, London. This was a real stretch and challenge for our
pupils who are now becoming expert at British Parliamentary
Style debating. Four of our expert pupils trained over sixty
Year 6 newcomers on Early Taster Day day in March, so we
will now hopefully have many new debaters ready to join in
September.

Philsophy Society

If you have enjoyed reading about the Broomfield Enrichment programme and would like
to find out more for your child, please contact Mrs Chatterton via the School Office
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Two-faced Lovers by Niki Mohamadi
 

Two faced lovers
Together, through despair
your story, this uncovers

of your past,  I become aware.
 

It's your death day.
Overdose on a love you can taste.

You had to run away.
Yy Yellow, becoming laced.

 
Be my war.

Something that I can love.
But it's your

advice I'm leaning on.
 

I want to run to you
so that we could try again.

The hour turning blue.
Smile, but it's in vain.

Cyclic by Aaliyah Esnard
 

I'm always the one to start it
The one to keep it rolling 
Keep the friendship going 
Tearing me apart bit by bit 

 
Keeping everyone close

Stressing on my own 
Who's the one I trust the most?

Chiselling faces of stone
 

Wanting to walk away 
Almost every single day 

But, not wanting to be by myself 
Isn't friendship meant to be wealth? 

 
Am I not trying hard enough?

Is my outer exterior too rough?
Am I not patient?

Is this cycle getting ancient?

Broomfield poetic pupils have been posting
their creations on this new virtual society. This is
a wonderful way to start publishing poems and
it is also fascinating to see commentary and
dialogue between pupils about works that have
been written by their peers. Mr Nicholson has 
 been very impressed with contributions from
our young poets:

Poetry Society

Law Society

House Debating

Library Society

The Minchenden Library is up and running with
a daily influx of readers, chess players and
gamers from the new Games Room society. We
have established a rota so that we can manage
the numbers! Our librarian Ms Keubgen also
helped pupils prepare for World Book day
activities which became a whole school event.

Ring by Nancy Pappa
 

The telephone screaming in your ear
It had lashed out all over your head

Silencing your peace
And replacing it with a ring

 
Ring, ring again

You woke up paralysed
Like a trapped soul seeking a place to

hide
With the vibration even louder now

Muting and unmuting the sound
As you got up and fell back down

 
The poisonous vibration blasted on one

point
Though it was heard all around

It focused on one spot
The one that was in control

The one that rang and rang once more
 

The musical chemical shifted from part
to part of your body,

Vision blurry and the echo now in sync
with your heartbeat

As you picked up the phone.
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Year 6 Transition

Our Year 6 transition
programme, led by Mrs
Tansley, started with
enthusiasm this term. She
has successfully recruited
65 Broomfield
Ambassadors who will
volunteer their time to
support the programme. 

On Thursday 10th March,
we invited 120 Year 6
pupils to Broomfield for
an Early Taster Day to
experience school life and
some lessons. Each Year 6
child was able to make
granola in Food Tech,
create 3D shapes in
Maths, participate in
various Science
experiments and engage
in a fun debate about a
popular subject before
finishing with a lovely
assembly with their
parents joining us. A big
thank you to the teachers
and Ambassadors that
made the day so fun. 

The next stage of the
transition journey are the
Year 6 Masterclasses
which start after the
Easter holidays followed
by the Year 6 Quiz,
Induction Evening and
Transition Day 
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pupils to Broomfield for
an Early Taster Day to
experience school life and
some lessons. Each Year 6
child was able to make
granola in Food Tech,
create 3D shapes in
Maths, participate in
various Science
experiments and engage
in a fun debate about a
popular subject before
finishing with a lovely
assembly with their
parents joining us. A big
thank you to the teachers
and Ambassadors that
made the day so fun. 
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National Tutoring Programme

The National Tutoring Programme is a national programme supported by the
Government which offers highly tailored tuition support for pupils to help those whose
education has been most impacted by the pandemic. Each pupil identified receives 15
hours of tuition, timetabled over 2 lessons each week for the duration of 7 weeks. 

Following the disruption to Year 6 because of COVID-19, Year 7 pupils have been
selected to work with the tutors to boost their literacy skills, and their overall
confidence with reading, writing and spoken English. Pupils were tested at the
beginning of the tutoring programme using the National 11+ Literacy Exams, designed
to measure progress against national standards for the end of Key Stage 2 / the start of
Key Stage 3. They are assessed again at the end of the 15-hour tutoring programme to
measure how much progress has been made. 

The Year 7 pupils have engaged impressively with the programme, and we are really
hoping it will help support their literacy development following lost learning time as a
result of the pandemic. 
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